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SENT ON BEHALF OF BOB CRONIN 
Facilities Division
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Ms. Santos, Mr. Armann,

Attached please find the notes for the meeting that took place on December 16, 2015 regarding the Old Town Demolition
Project, Phase I.

The signed original is also being sent to you via certified mail today.

Regards,

-- 

Petra Wehle, M.A.
Technical Writer
510.495.2382
CE2 Contractor for LBNL
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Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
One Cyclotron Road    Berkeley, California 94720    Mail Stop 76R0225    Tel: 510.495.2849  email: rdcronin@lbl.gov 


Via email and certified mail 
Receipt No. 7010 1060 0000 4356 5837 Reference No.: ES-16-038a 


January 6, 2016 


Ms. Carmen Santos and Mr. Steve Armann 
US Environmental Protection Agency, Pacific Southwest, Region 9 
Land Division (LND-4-1) 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 


Subject: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Old Town Demolition Project, Phase I 
December 16, 2015 Meeting Notes  


Ms. Santos and Mr. Armann, 


Thank you for the opportunity to continue discussions about the Old Town Demolition Phase I Project 
(Project) located at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL). LBNL and the United States 
Department of Energy (DOE) remain committed to working cooperatively with the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to investigate and clean up the polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) at the project 
site, consistent with the “Project Approval Strategy” signed by EPA, DOE, and LBNL.  


The following summarizes LBNL’s understanding of important conclusions and action items resulting 
from the December 16, 2015 meeting:  


• November Meeting Action Items 
LBNL completed all action items discussed at the November 6, 2015 meeting, as follows: 
− Additional fume hood samples in Building 16 were collected for PCB analysis. 
− The revised draft PCB Cleanup Plan Sections 1, 3 and 6 were submitted to EPA in a letter dated 


November 24, 2015. Changes to the sections were shown in redline/strikeout and responses to 
EPA’s comments (provided during the November 2015 meeting) were shown using the 
comment function. 


− The initial draft of Cleanup Plan Sections 12, 13, 14 and 16 were submitted to EPA for review 
and comment in a letter dated December 2, 2015. 


− Responses to EPA’s follow-up questions regarding storm water control measures were 
submitted in a letter dated December 9, 2015. 


• Project Forecast Schedule Update 
A project forecast schedule update was provided that included the sequencing of the PCB Cleanup 
Plan discussed at the November meeting. LBNL plans to submit the initial PCB Cleanup Plan for the 
Building 52 and 52A areas to EPA on January 29, 2016 and then submit an amendment to the plan 
on March 21, 2016 for cleanup of the Building 16 and 16A areas. 
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Available historical process knowledge and sample results for Building 5 show no indication of PCB 
releases. Consequently, LBNL has determined that Building 5 has not been impacted by PCB releases 
and the removal of the building foundation and soil beneath the foundation can proceed without 
PCB cleanup. 


Similarly, available process knowledge and concrete characterization data for Buildings 40 and 41 
indicate PCB releases at these buildings are unlikely, and therefore LBNL has determined that these 
buildings have not been impacted by PCB releases and removal of their foundations can proceed 
without PCB cleanup. Removal of soil beneath the foundations is not planned by the project. 


Sample collection at the former waste processing yard located to the north and northwest of 
Building 5 will be conducted December 2015 to January 2016 in accordance with the sampling and 
analysis plan for concrete and soil shared with EPA in September 2015. If analytical results show that 
PCB remediation waste is present within the former waste processing yard area, LBNL will notify EPA 
and amend the Cleanup Plan accordingly. If results show that no PCB remediation waste is present 
in this area, LBNL will provide a letter report to EPA with the sampling information and LBNL’s 
conclusions.  


• Buildings 5 and 16 Demolition Update 
LBNL provided an update on the demolition of Buildings 5 and 16 that included air monitoring 
information indicating the air emissions are below the action level. The update also included the 
storm water controls implemented to prevent the mobilization of PCB contaminated materials from 
the project site.  


• Status of PCB Waste from Buildings 16 and 16A 
Insulation and tape from Building 16A, paint and wood trim from Building 16, and floor tile with 
mastic from Building 16 that contained PCBs at concentrations greater than 50 milligrams per 
kilogram (mg/kg) were determined to be PCB bulk product waste. The mastic was not separated 
from the floor tiles as indicated in LBNL’s letter to EPA, dated November 18, 2015, requesting a 
storage time extension. LBNL verified that the transporter of this waste had submitted a Notification 
of PCB Activity form to EPA. 


Accessible areas of red paint containing PCBs at concentrations greater than 50 mg/kg have been 
scabbled off the concrete floor in Room 109 of Building 16, along with a layer of concrete 
immediately below the paint. The scabbled paint and concrete are being handled as PCB bulk 
product waste that was shipped in December 2015 to Waste Management’s Toxic Substances 
Control Act (TSCA)-permitted facility in Kettleman City, California. Additional areas of red paint and 
concrete will be scabbled off the floor after these areas become accessible. Samples of the 
remaining concrete beneath the paint will be collected following the approach presented in the 
sampling and analysis plan for concrete and soil. That is, three concrete samples will be collected in 
each area per the Standard Operating Procedure for Sampling Porous Surfaces for Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (PCBs) issued by EPA Region 1 in May 2011. If PCBs are detected at concentrations greater 
than the anticipated cleanup goal of 0.97 mg/kg, the concrete will be designated as PCB remediation 
waste. 


Based on additional PCB wipe sampling of the fume hood, duct, plenum, and bench in Building 16 
Room 138, LBNL is designating the entire hood, duct, and plenum as PCB remediation waste and will 
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dispose of the waste per Section 761.61(b) of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  
A waste profile submitted to Waste Management has been approved, and a shipment is planned in 
January 2016 to their TSCA-permitted facility in Arlington, Oregon. LBNL will include sampling and 
disposal information for this waste in the PCB Cleanup Completion Report. 


• Status of Concrete and Soil Sampling 
Concrete and soil sampling began on December 3, 2015, and the majority of the planned concrete 
and sediment samples and many of the soil samples had been collected in the Buildings 16, 16A, 52, 
and 52A areas by December 14. No samples have been collected in the former waste processing 
yard located to the north and northwest of Building 5. Sampling is expected to be complete in 
January and the results will be presented in the Cleanup Plan and/or in a letter to EPA, as discussed 
above in the Project Forecast Schedule Update. 


• Wastewater Discharge Permit 
LBNL submitted a wastewater discharge permit application to the East Bay Municipal Utility District 
on November 24, 2015. EPA requested additional information, which LBNL provided in a letter dated 
December 4, 2015. Topics discussed included the following: 


− PCB signage: PCB waste and storage areas are identified with PCB signage but general project 
work areas do not require PCB signage. 


− Equipment decontamination: LBNL will provide procedures for decontaminating the treatment 
system in the PCB Cleanup Plan. Carmen Santos stated that 10 micrograms per 100 square 
centimeters may be an acceptable cleanup level. The self-implementing procedures for 
decontaminating equipment are in 40 CFR Section 761.79(c)(2). LBNL will submit a proposal to 
EPA for approval if a different method were to be considered. 


• Cleanup Plan Progress  
As noted in the November Meeting Action Items above, LBNL responded to EPA’s comments on 
Section 1, 3, and 6 in a letter dated November 24, 2015. 


LBNL submitted drafts for Sections 12, 13, 14, and 16 to EPA on December 2, 2015. Immediately 
following the December 16, 2015 progress meeting, Carmen Santos provided feedback on these 
sections. 


During discussion of Sections 12.3 Data Analysis and 12.4 Compliance with Cleanup Plan, EPA 
expressed concerns about the process for approving the backfill of decision units after verification 
samples have been collected. It was noted that the process outlined in Section 6.3 Cleanup and 
Backfill Decision Parameters contained the decision parameters. In addition, a potential process for 
backfilling individual decision units was discussed as follows: 


− LBNL will send an email to EPA containing tabulated verification data, statistical calculations, 
and a map showing verification sample locations for the decision unit to be backfilled one to two 
weeks in advance of the planned start of backfill. 


− After EPA has reviewed the data and statistical calculations, LBNL and EPA will hold a conference 
call or web meeting to discuss the data and the statistical calculations. 


− EPA will send an email to LBNL approving or disapproving backfill of the decision unit. 










